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caufedoth tell abroad words or things tending to his 

——_— diſcredit, which he hath received only by | 

tradition or hear-ſay, without any certain teſtimony, or 

afſeveration; when (1 ſay) he doth this to-make people 

believe ir, or but vehemently fuſpe&t it.-Apain; when'a 

aman- tells any thing thats falſe againſt his Neighbour, 
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uire our paſſing by an offence) then dicere Ecclefie, to 
LAT it tothe Church, or to _—_ him openly befor Au- 
thority, is to ſlander him, or to makea falſe (97 ue 
on oraccuſaiton againſt him. If aman ſhall publiſh his 
Neighbours fault to the hurt of bis foul, prejudice of 
his body, honcur or eſtate, without juſt cauſe, he ſins both 
againſt Juſtice and Charity, and fois guilty of falle ac- 
Lerfuh cuſation. Ina word, heisan unjuſt accuſer that ſhall 
and accu- Calumni>te, or lay that which is falſe toa mans charge, 


CP=< 0X that uſcth cunuing, fraud, or deceit in his Oath or ac- 

AY ® - . 
ab verb yerſation , and deſiſt from a juſt accuſation. Thus you 
Py ſee in briet what it isro raiſea falſereport, or to make a 
tencngu; Alſe accuſationagainſt our Neighbour. | " 
cenſcientie Now for the other , When, and how, it is lawfull to 


refis ft, diſcover our Neighbours faults, and mt againſt 


ita boc ac- 1 4 
erpit , ficur him to Authority ? / 


ite cut je» Although it be lawfull in filence to conceal ſome- 
ratar mth times the truth, when neither piety nor charity require 
Ifidr. d& UStO reveal it, as Afath. 26. 63. for the precept afftirma- 
Summ &: tive of celling the truth, binds not ad ſexeper, ar all times, 
"= "butas the realon of circumſtances well conſidered dore- 
quirez foalſoof concealing part of the trath,as you may 
lee, Jer. 38. 26. &c. Yet when the fecre:t ſin or fault of 
.our Neighbour is ke -to bring great damage to others, 
and danger to himſe;f that commits it , weare bound in 
charity, not toconcealit, but tomakeit known to Au» 
thority for prevention. Alfo when his faulcs are publick 
either by the ſentence of the Judge, or evidence of his 
notoriaus fad, then we may ſpeak of thew,and condemn 
them openly; fox the offender hath then loſt his right to 
a go::d name. —- | 
Again when wicked; men by their diſlembled iniqui- 
ty, or ſeigned ſhew of vertue, or pietyyget unto them- 


{clves a gaod name, totheganifeſt danger of others,then 
its lawfull to. 3nform againſt thew, and to lay them o- 
pen. Tocanclude, there are many caſes, in which it is 
| | ; not-. 
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.cuſation, or that without juſt cauſe ſhall make a rergi- 
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C0. 
not only lawfull, but alſo neceſlary to inform againſt, 
and accuſe offenders. As for inſtance,Officers are boun 
by their office, as often as occaſion ſerves, to inform a« 
gainſt, and accuſe offenders,. for the promotion of the 
publick good. Secondly, -Each privat man ought to 
make oftences and offenders known , which either im- 
mediatly hinder the publick good, or mediatly tend to 
the publick hurt, or do intollerably wrong any particu- 
lar innocent man, it ſuchan evill cannot by any other 
means conveniently be ayvoyded;beeauſe, both bythe law 
of nature, and charity, every one is bound either for 
the Common- wealth , or his Neighbours good, to lay 
out his beſtendeavours, when need requires, to remove 
or prevent ſuch evills by timely information, and that 
too without any private Brotherly premonition;( 1 ſay ) 
without any private premonition;tor when the ſcandall 

1s publick, ſo publick, that it cannot be taken off by a- 
ny privat corredion, and when there is no hope to pre- 
vail in a privat way; or if the Common- wealths danger 
be ſuch by thar fin, that its ſafety by a privat admoniti- 
on cannot bedefended or preſerved, then without any 
more adoe, Dic Eccleſee,tell it to the Church ,, complain 
ofit to Authority; but withall be fare themain ead and 
aym of thy complaint,be not any ſiniſter end ofthine owr, 
but Gods Glory, and his Churches good :ſo ſhalt thou do 
good ſervice to them both. And'thus I have now done 
with the Izformers, in theſe words, Thou ſhelt not raiſe 
falſe report. | | | 

Icomenow to ſpeak unto you,that are Fitneſs, in the - 

words enfuin | | — 

Put not thine hand with the wicked to be an urrighteons witneſs. 

.F Cannot, I need not be large upon this, for what I have 

Toidatrexa falſeReporters and 'accuſers, may ſut- 
fice allo for falWF witneſſes. Ifany defire ro know more 
fully concerning this point, let them conſult their Cate- 
chiſms, eſpecially Parexs | his Expoſition of thenineth 

| Commandment, Thew/halt wot be falſe witneſs agcinſ th 
: 2 
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Neighbour - _ 


- | lacks 3. 5. read there and tremble, or at leaſtwiſe con- 


ON tend 


| (12). | 
xeiebbour,where (as both he, and Urffz that ſolid Divine 
cote-+ch) is required, That we ſpeak - nothing thar is 
falſe, nor anything fallly , againſt ourneighbour. That 
we do not calumniate any mans words, detract from any 
mans _ or any way defame them. That we Judge 
not raſhly ofany, nor condemn any Izdi&3 caxſ2,befo:e 
the — = _—y That _ flee -\ | _ _ our (elves 
+ cleer wit e care, from all lies, eſpecially, per: 
nictous ones, and from all deceit. In ; Arn: Ln 
all other matters, that we follow, and keep cloſe to the 
tiuth. That we defend, preſerye, and advance as much 
as in us lies, the juſt fame, good name, and welfare of 
" our Neighbour. The truth of God, and our Neighbours 
good(you (ec) are the main end, aym, and ſcope of this 
Commandement; And therefore the Devill and wicked 
men{his faQors)dolye and bear falſe witneſs,even when 
they ſpeak the guth;becauſethey are neither ewaaBu,nor 
my Lovel@peither oftruth nor true men, but falſe 
accuſers of the Brethren. If they ſpeak at any time the _ 
truth, iris cximo fallend;, with an intention to deceive, 
not toglorific God, or to doe men any good. 7 wot 
thy hand with the wicked; &c. As weare bound to witneſs 
the truth, when weare lawfully called thereunto by the 
Magiſtrat,or freely ofour own 2ccords,though we be not 
conſtrained by ay, if ther: be . any grievous da- 
mage, or danger like to fall-upon the publick- weal . or 
any privat innocent man, which otherwiſe cannot be a. 
voyed or p-evented, Pro. 24. It. So we muſthavea 

_ great care when we © me.to witneſs,that neither for fear, 
nor favour, nor any other ſiniſter end, we bear falſe wit- 
neſs againſt ourbre ther. Perjury is a feartull fin; to con- 
remn God, and Religion, to renonnce thy Saviourand 

- all the means of falvation, ro overth nd confound, 
as muchas in thee lies, all common juſſte and humane 
ſociety, is the very height of impiety ; and fach a fin as 
ths, alas! whatcanexpiate? Tbeſetch you turn to Aſa- 
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fder ſeriouſly and ſadly oft, before you lay your hangs 
upon the Book; 1 will cemenear to you to Judgment, 
and will be a ſwift witneſs againſt falſe ſweare:rs &c. and 
ſuch as fear not me ſaith the Lord of Holts, _ 

I ſhall now conclude this point with that of St. Avg. in 
his Sermon, on the beheading of John Baptiſt,1ile qui bo. 
minens provotat ad jurationew, O&c. He that witting- 
ly and wilfully provokes a man to take an Oath 
falſely , Homicidam ſuperat , is worle than a man- 
{layer for the one kills but the body, the other murders 
the ſoul, nay, two ſoules at once, both the falſe wit« 
neſſes, 2nd his own. I would to God ſuch (ifſuch there 
be) that cloſely and ſecretly ( as if they had no hand in 
the matter ) ſet poor ignorant men( or ſuch as they can- 
not but know to ve deſperate wretches) on work to in- - 
form, and do animate tkem on to take falſe OQathes a- 
ry their Paſtors, and other innocent Brethren, to 

ing about their own moſt baſe and corrupt ends, would 
before ir be too late, conſider better ofthe words of this 
good old Father, Leſt 'they bring. both the puile 'and » 
puniſhment of this ſa harrid -a crune , upon their own 
wretched ſouls;which no pretence of Gods glory,or the 
Ehurches good, will ever beable to palliate or wipe off. 

A word now or two beloved to you The Reverend 4 
4aes and Fenſors ofthe matters,and but a wosd, I 


ID 


L or _ to _ wiſe is CO & | 
Tow (ball not follow « multitude tv do evill> neither ſhall you ſpea 
( a Can Bo decline after many t» wreſt mr MerLg re % 

There are fome(ſaith one) that being-ſhallow them: ;..,,..:;, 
ſelves, do ſail by anothers compaſs, and fide with the 7-4 is 
moſt, though not the beſt, to the prejudice of the truth, Memes 
and the wreſting of Judgment againſt the innocent. But 1 COT 
hope you arealhſo wel qualified,as you need not fear the.nntis 
danger thatmayfollow upon ſuch a waat , ſuch afin. Eos 3 
cannot, Ineed nottell you your office in. every point, 29. 
yet let me crave leave to remember you of your duty, in 
. this one ta my Text,viz, That you wreſt not Jadgemenr, 

"NS Pe | now . 
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Now Judgment is wreſted many wayes;I ſhall inſtance 
butin ſome. Firſt, When Judges proceed by wicked 
Lawes, repugnant to the Lawes of Gad; ſee Jaieb 10.1. 
The Judgment of ſuch is vain 5 owerixme Legume eff inazxis 
cenſara, niſs Divine legis imaginem gerat, ſaith St. Aug. lib. 
9. deCrvit. Dei. Judges by their offices are the Miniſters 
of God, Cuflodeſque Decalogi, and the Keepers of his Law, 
Dent. 1. 17. aad thereforeaccording to that,and not con« 
tary untoit, they ought to proceed. : 

S:condly, Judgment is wreſted by a corrupt zpoorunLic, 
reſpe@ of Perſons, when ( as the Hebrews ſay ) Judges 
look upon a mans face (1) regard the perſon of a man, for 
his honour, power, riches, friendſhip and the like, more 
than the cauſe; -when they condema the innocent to ſa- 
tisfie the defire of the malicious Accuſer, either for fear, 
favour,or filthy lucre, or when they favour and acquit 
the guilty for the like ſiaiſter eads, at the requeſt of ſome 
Agefilaxs, who wrote thus to the Judge, in behalfof his 
fricad, If this man be not guilty,pro Jaſt:t:4, but if other- 
wiſe, pro amicitia «b/olve. But this isa fearfull fin, though 
too common , beware ofit, for the Judge of Heaven and 
Earth abhors it, and ſeverely forbids 1t, Jeav. 2. 9. Dent. 

x. 17. Teſbal not reſpe@ perſons i pogo, but ye fball hear 

_ the ſmall as well as the great, you ſhall not be afraid of tte face of 

aw..nzfor the judgment is Gods.Confider beloved, that Judges, 

they repreſ” nt the perſon of God, & therefore like God, 

they ſhould be free from paſſion & perſonal acceptation. 

Laſtly, many wreſt ent by. tricks and quillits, 

ifts, demurs, and delayes, for bribes or the like baſe 

" ends. A' gift faith Salomon blindeth the eyes of the wiſc. 

Such as will not ſee todo juſtice, it 1s juſt they ſhould 
never ſee to find mercy. 

Juſtice in-ancicat time was painted without Eyes and 
Hands; fure it was,to put Judges in , neither to 
reſpe& perſons , nor to finger bribes. - 
O belove1/ Let us keep innocency and do the thing that 
3:righ*', fx that ſball bring a man peaceat the laſt; when . 


al | 
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all the power,and friends ,and meansof this world (had: _.. 
a-man them all at command) ſhall ſtan him 1n-no ſtead. 

I ſhallnow adviſe you, but in two or three things 

more, and then havedone that you may begin. 
Firſt, meddlenot with the Oath ex officio 3 becauſe 
it hath been both in the High Commiſſion, and hellith 
Inquiſition, the impulſive. cauſe of much deſperate per- 
Jury. Neither is it (as I conceive ) according to Law,that 
a man ſhould be forced to ſwear againſt, oraccuſeand 
condemn himſelf. : 

Secondly,be not too Rigid, or inquilitive after ſecret #9: * , 
or doubtfull things, beware of cenfuring ſuch; Hear what + «ip; 
Chriſt himſelf ſaith in ſucha caſe, Jadge not, Matth, 7. 1. =ifimv, 
Judge nothing faith the Apoſtle (alſo) before the time, j, ."* 
1 Cor.4.5. And you know it is a Rule, Deoccultis, non dubium eft 
Judicat Eccleſsa; tor ſecret things belong not unto man, 7." 

. butonely unto God, Dext. 29. 29. Neither let light ſu- mejrorom 
ſpicions, or bare informations onely, be any ſufficient poem in- 
grourids for your proceedings in Judgement, But cen- 
fure ſecundum allegata , & probata, unleſs you your ſelves ang. in 
know for certain, that what is alleged, and ſworn, is/e In mnt . 
falſe; And then it were more fafe to ceſert your places, ** 7 

| than topaſls ſentence againſt your-conſciences.. 

And now let me be bold to make one motion in behalf 
ef our Spirituall brethrev, who pertaps have been over- 
taken by ſome temptation, or are fallen through infir- 
mity 3 at which their fpitefull profecutors, orperſecu- 
tors rather, do greedily take advantage: to-aggravate 
them even toenormities for the accompliſhment of their 

-own vile ends. It isthis; That you would be ple: ſeito 

tender their perſons and callings3an-t.codeal with them | 
| according to the Apoſtles rule in-ſuch acaſe, Gal. 6.1. 75s 


vHing us 


'Even to reſtore ſuch with the-Spirit of meeknefs, conſi- ; ,,q. 


ch2rge againſt them be what it will, yet receive it not, 
_ under the preciſe number of three, or two competent 
_ witneſſes at the leaſt, x Tiz.:5: 19. For it is a dangerous 
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dering your ſelFes, leaſt yebe alſo tempted. Or 'e: the pagroger. &. Ft 
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Shingto receive, as > ns al ron nts 
FH accuſation fallly.Asthe firſt ed etentinatl ore... 
Butif the parties accuſed beſuch as are igcotrigible, 
| and hate to be reformed, then (I conceive) they have loſt 
| I their right to the pre:ching ofthe word of God, iſa. 50: 
hal 16, &c.- and. are POR NY _ tar. whom 

IS nogoodman.can to plead, Againſt ſuch Carret Lexzxe 
perext erex,let the Law proceed, leaſt n ſpetive the badye 
ſhould endanger the precious ſoulsof the people of God. 

.- Laſtly, yet, becaule in the exercife of mercy we carne 
_neere{tuntoGod ; Nay, : becaufe the very Law irſelf of 
LexD*i \. God ischarity 3 In your Judgements therefore,let mexgs 
——— 'methber your to think on Mercy.. Not to Judgeſecundum 
Aug in lik LHferans, according to the bare letter, and rigour gf the 
2 A toon zLaw, for {o, ſuarzuM jus eſt junwa injuria, but ſecond 
bs I "Inokee, the equity of the Law, the principall end and 
rw yY «aim; bothof the Law, and Law-giver himſelf, Laws 
a |" x mayo were invented and ordained, nos for the. 
6 aneg. fo much as for the; reformation of 
| ned Toole pag, butthat yeſhould 
©= hezcalousforthe Lord in corredting fn, yea, thaz your -. 
Em © zeal may beevercexemplar, and as tranſcendent]y glori- - 
3H ousas Jehu's,2 Ree. :10. 16. yet: withalL forget n (obs 
&. _ ,_ mercitull; David fangof both, and [hope you Ky 
"8 -— axe exerciſe bath; It is fafererring onthe. right hand 
£>=  Denraceft the left, (youknow my meaning) . to Croce mcg S 
== 2 4" wy than ſeverity, But howſoever, be ſure to bew 
2cxca> cruelty, and think of Saint Jewet his words, when, 
maze "arealſu mg je as” The anmercifuil ſhall have, 4DEx 
pt ho: Bent; AY oo DanaDs. my-F 
Fhat: you decline notaſter many to wieſt Judgtnent. + . 
from.wb3ſe Tribunall can be nme bis -- 
Noda Fae 4 nd fromgy's aus Gee EE, 
you tuthe urts bat you way Fe —. Churches y05d, a 
- Jafeyy dpererfoery, boy rojo Pome ' Lrant.. To wha depgl 
I” - heggar and ry world ; 2 SIG” £ = 
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